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HYBRIDS 
  
 So much for the idea that hybrids are “underpowered:” In an earlier Report, we 
mentioned that four hybrids, two Audis and two Toyotas, were racing at Le Mans this year. An 
Audi qualified for the pole position and a Toyota was the number three qualifier, Gas 2 
(DeMorro, June 16, 2012) reported. The Audi hybrids took first and second in the race, while a 
non-hybrid Audi took third, Autoweek (Watkins, June 17, 2012) followed up.  The Toyotas, 
which led early in the race, both withdrew due to accidents.  
 
  The city of Idaho Falls, appropriately located in Idaho,1 acquired four Chevrolet Volt 
“extended range electric vehicles” (aka plug-in hybrids) as part of a project with the Yellowstone-
Teton Clean Energy Coalition and the Idaho National Laboratory, both KPVI News 6 
(Zimmerman, June 18, 2012)  and  Local News 8 (Cosgrove, June 18, 2012) report. The test is 
intended to gather information on charging habits and determine what modifications may be 
needed to the city’s infrastructure in the coming onslaught of electric vehicles. 
 
 Bibb County, Georgia, recently added five Toyota Camry hybrids to their fleet, giving 
them a total of 10 hybrid cars, Macon’s WMGT Television (Williams, June 19, 2012) reported.  
The fleet is part of the county’s “Green Team” which consists of county leaders who have “taken 
the pledge to work together to preserve the environment.”  
 
 Toyota and BMW will trade technology in a deal announced by BMW in The Asahi 
Shimbun (June 25, 2012).  Toyota will provide BMW with plug-in hybrid and fuel cell assistance, 
while BMW will give Toyota diesel engines in return. Both companies will unite to do lithium 
battery research.  
  
ALTERNATIVE FUELS  
 
  From our old stomping grounds outside of Atlanta, Georgia, comes news that a 
consortium consisting of Southern Alliance for Clean Energy (SACE), Clean Energy Biofuels 

                                         
1 One must not take these things for granted; after all, there is a Wyoming Valley in Pennsylvania. 
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http://www.kpvi.com/content/news/local/story/City-of-Idaho-Falls-gets-Electric-Cars/Zw_JE0WmmE2g-jD7sHsKCg.cspx
http://www.localnews8.com/news/The-city-of-Idaho-Falls-is-going-green-with-electric-cars/-/308662/15149548/-/hfet0oz/-/index.html
http://www.41nbc.com/news/going-green-saving-green/13120-bibb-county-goes-green-with-hybrid-cars
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/economy/business/AJ201206250052
http://ajw.asahi.com/article/economy/business/AJ201206250052
http://blog.cleanenergy.org/2012/06/22/new-biodiesel-station-open/


 
 
The Hybrid Vehicle and Alternative Fuel Report         ISSN 1946-1011 
June 30, 2012                                                                                     2 
 
 

 © 2012, WSDOT  

(CEB), and the U.S. Department of Energy’s I-75 Green Corridor Program opened a solar-
powered biodiesel station on Arizona Street (Blair, SACE, June 22, 2012). The biodiesel station 
sells both B100 (100% biodiesel) and B20 (20% biodiesel) to retail customers. The fuel is made 
from local recycled restaurant oil. 
 
 Unlike passenger car owners, long haul truckers would see a quick payback for shifting 
to alternative fuels, such as liquid natural gas (LNG), according to a new report from IHS 
Cambridge Energy Research Associates (IHS CERA, June 21, 2012). Infrastructure issues that 
face supplying alternative fuel for passenger cars are not a big problem, IHS CERA also says.  
Here’s why: over-the-road truckers drive more than 120,000 miles per year, generally over the 
same route. Because of the mileage driven, the savings in fuel adds up relatively quickly, 
shortening the payback period on more expensive equipment to about three years. For suppliers, 
because truckers generally stick to certain freight corridors, it’s relatively easy to determine 
where to place infrastructure.  The report also says that all this can be done without gumment 
incentives.  
 
ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
 
 Eaton Corporation, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, and the Community College 
of Baltimore County, Maryland, are joining together to create “VetCars,” a program “which will 
instruct veterans how to install and service infrastructure for plug-in vehicles” (Voelcker, June 
13, 2012), according to a High Gear Media story carried by The Washington Post. Graduates of 
VetCars may also earn a high-tech battery maintenance certificate. 
 
  The new Tesla Model S electric car has the press and the interwebs all a twitter2, which, 
at prices ranging from $57,400 to $105,400 is intended to be a “mainstream” vehicle, according 
to the Houston Chronicle (Baker, June 19, 2012). Tesla’s first electric car, the Roadster, was not 
intended for mass production, however Tesla plans to make 5,000 Model Ss (or Models S?) this 
year and ramp up to 20,000 next year. The Model S comes in three configurations, each 
progressively more expensive and garnering more miles to a charge.  The cheap version (if 
$57,000 can be called “cheap”) gets around 160 miles to a charge while the most expensive one 
gets 300 miles.  So far 10,000 people have put down the $5,000 deposit for a Model S. Elon 
Musk, the company’s founder estimates that they only need to sell 8,000 per year to make a 
profit.  
 
 Speaking of Twitter, for just a tweet, riders got a free ride in a Nissan Leaf Taxi in 
London on the 23rd and 24th of June, Auto Blog (King, June 25, 2012) blogged. Nissan ran the 
promotion to promote the Leaf. Nissan says that “an EV is six times cheaper to fuel than an 
ordinary car.” To the free ride, prospective passengers had to send a Twitter message with the 
hashtag #6XCHEAPER and their destination.   
 
 The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA, June 21, 2012) announced in Fire 
Engineering that local fire departments may request Federal Emergency Management 
Administration grants to pay for its on-line and class room Electric Vehicle Safety Training 

                                         
2 We are linking to just one of the dozen or so stories on the car.  

http://press.ihs.com/press-release/energy-power/natural-gas-vehicles-poised-penetrate-us-long-haul-trucking-fleet-ihs-cer
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http://www.chron.com/business/article/Tesla-may-cast-favorable-light-on-electric-cars-3646546.php
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course.  The on-line training, available in July 2012, costs $19.00 per person. Applications must 
be received by July 6 at www.fema.gov/firegrants.    
 
 Oregon’s U.S. Senator Jeff Merkley will drive an electric car from Portland to Ashland to 
demonstrate Oregon’s system of electric chargers along Interstate 5, The Portland Tribune 
(Redden, June 22, 2012) said. While The Tribune does not tell us what model electric car he will 
drive, Senator Merkley will depart from Portland State University’s Electric Avenue on July 2 
and get to Ashland on the third.  
 
 In what may spur a spate of “Coming to a location near you” articles from Colorado, 
Governor John Hickenlooper recently signed legislation that allows anyone to resell electricity, 
starting in August, The Denver Post (Finley, June 24, 2012) posted. Prior to this legislation only 
utilities could resell electricity. The new law will let other businesses that install chargers charge 
for the electricity.   
   
COMING TO A LOCATION NEAR YOU 
 
Note to Local Government Subscribers: Does your municipality have plans to install electric 
chargers? Send us an email with the details, and we’ll announce it here. 
 
 United States: West Hartford, Connecticut, opened a new charging station at the city’s 
parking lot on Arapahoe Road recently, the West Hartford Patch (Newton, June 15, 2012) filled 
us in on3. The charger is part of the local power utility’s research into electric vehicles. The 
charger is free for the time being. One official connected to the project compared the current crop 
of electric vehicles to the brick cell phones of the early nineties.     
 
 Ann Arbor, Michigan, home of the University of Michigan Wolverines, announced the 
opening of 18 free electric chargers at six downtown locations (Stanton, Ann Arbor.com, June 18, 
2012).  The chargers were made possible by grants from the Clean Energy Coalition and the U.S. 
Department of Energy.  
 

Three new Blink electric chargers were installed in San Diego’s Carmel Valley at 
the Kilroy Realty Corporation’s offices, the company announced in a press 
release (Business Wire, June 20, 2012). These chargers will be available to the 
company’s employees and building tenants, but the company also plans to add 
chargers at several building projects around San Diego.  

 
 Sacramento International Airport added twelve chargers to its parking garage (two on 
each floor) and plans to add four more stations in the daily overflow lot, the Sacramento Business 
Journal (Turner, June 20, 2012) journaled. The chargers are free, but users must pay regular 
parking rates.  
 
 The City of Naperville, Illinois, will raffle five electric chargers as part of its Smart Grid 
Initiative. Three of the chargers are for specific models of cars, the Volt, Leaf, and Tesla, while 

                                         
3 There is nothing wrong with ending a sentence with a preposition. 
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the other two are universal chargers, the city announced in Positively Naperville (June 25, 2012). 
To be eligible to win, participants must be Naperville rate payers who own or agree to buy an 
electric car within six months of the raffle.  To enter, apply at www.naperville.il.com/evcsraffle.aspx  
before August 24, 2012. Nearby, the village of Frankfort opened a free ChargePoint charger at 
their Breidert Green parking lot downtown, The Chicago Herald-News (Lafferty, June 25, 2012) 
said. 
 
 Huntington Beach, California has installed four or five Coulomb Technologies charger 
stations at various locations around that city, The Orange County Register (Masunaga, June 25, 
2012) registered. The level 2 chargers are free to anyone who has a ChargePoint card. There is a 
four hour parking limit at the chargers. 
  
 Around the World:  Toronto’s4 city council has authorized five electric charging 
stations in an initiative that is either revolutionary or premature, depending on your point of view, 
The National Post (Alcoba, June 2012) posted. The chargers will all be in the downtown area and 
charging is free.  There are 400 electric vehicles in Ontario, but no one knows how many of those 
cars are in Toronto. 
   
 Just in time for the summer Olympics, the London Heathrow Marriot opened two electric 
car charging stations on April 27, 2012, Exec Digitial (Saha, June 15, 2012) released. A company 
called Zero Carbon World donated the chargers to the hotel, which offers charging free to guests. 
Hotel management says that they have a “moral and ethical responsibility for protecting the 
environment for guests and future generations.” 
   
OTHER TECHNOLOGY 
 
 Between iPads and electric car batteries, the supply of lithium is strained and has caused 
prices for the battery metal to triple in 12 years, Bloomberg Businessweek (Riseborough, June 20, 
2012) says. Electric cars and iPads aren’t the only factors to rising lithium prices, because the 
metal is also used in ceramics, electronics, and (we believe) pharmaceuticals. Then there is the 
issue that four companies control 95% of the supply. Industry analysts expect further strain 
around 2016 or 2017 “when electric cars become more commonplace.” We must point out that 
iPads have only been a factor in the run up for about three years.  
 
 Sherman, set the WABAC machine to 19005. Thomas Edison was an early proponent of 
electric vehicles and designed a nickel-iron battery used in the first electric cars until 1920, when 
the gasoline infernal combustion engine became predominant. The nickel-iron battery continued 
in use in railroading and other industrial operations until the 1970s. Stanford University scientists 
are reviving Edison’s design for use in the automotive industry, a University press release 
(Shwartz, June 26, 2012) says. Nickel-iron has many advantages over other battery technologies. 
Unlike lithium, all of the components are plentiful and cheap. They are also safe. There are 
issues, though. Nickel-iron batteries don’t hold charges very long. However, the intent is to use 
the batteries as back-up, reserve, or to boost power. 
                                         
4 We assume you now where Toronto is. 
5 Mr. Peabody, from “Peabody’s Improbable History” segment of The Rocky and Bullwinkle Show, circa 
1960. 
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